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Foreword

The first conference of the Mennonite Church in

America was held in 1725, when it was decided to

adopt the Dort Articles of Faith as a doctrinal

foundation, which position is still held. These

Articles were undersigned by the following min-

isters :

Skippack: Jacob Godshalk, Henry Kolb, Mar-

tin Kolb, Nicholas Johnson, and Michael Ziegler.

Germantown: John Garges, John Conrad, Nich-

olas Rittenhouse.

Conestoga (Lancaster)
:

John Burkholder,

Christian Herr, Benedict Hershey, Martin Baer,

John Bowman.

Swamp: Valentine Clemmer.

Coventry and Hereford : Daniel Longaker,

Jacob Bechtel.
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MENNONITE CONFESSION OF FAITH;'

Article I.

Concerning God and the Creation of all

Things.

Whereas it is declared, that “without faith

it is impossible to please God” (Heb. 11:6),

and that “he that cometh to God must believe

that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them *

that diligently seek him,” therefore we confess

with the mouth, and believe with the heart,

together with all the pious, according to the

Holy Scriptures, that there is one eternal, al-

mighty, and incomprehensible God, Father,

Son, and Holy Ghost, and none more and none

other, before whom no God existed, neither will

exi&t after him. For from him, through him,

and in him are all things. To him be blessing,

praise, and honor, for ever and ever. Gen. 17:1

;

Deut. 6:4; Isaiah 46: 9, 1 John 5:7.

*This Confession was written and adopted at a
Peace Convention held at Dortrecht, on the 21st day
of April, 1632, entitled: A Declaration of the Chief
Articles of our General Christian Faith.
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In this one God, who u worketh all in all,”

we believe. Him we confess as the Creator of

all things, visible and invisible
;
who in six days

created and prepared “heaven and earth, and

the sea, and all things that are therein.” And
we further believe, that this God still governs

and preserves the same, together with all his

works, through his wisdom, his might, and the

“ word of his power.” Gen. 5:1, 2; Acts 14: 15;

1 Cor. 12:6; Heb. 1:3.

When he had finished his works and, accord-

ing to his good pleasure, had ordained and

prepared each of them, so that they were right

and good according to their nature, being and

quality, he created the first man, Adam, the

father of all of us, gave him a body formed “ of

the dust of the ground, and breathed into his

nostrils the breath of life,” so that he “ became

a living soul,” created by God in his own image

and likeness,” in “righteousness and true holi-

ness” unto eternal life. He also gave him a

place above all other^creatures and endowed him

with many high and excellent gifts, put him

into the garden of Eden, and gave him a

commandment and an interdiction. Thereupon

he took a rib from the side of Adam, made a
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woman out of it, brought her to him, and

gave her to him as a helpmeet and housewife.

Consequently he has caused, that from this first

man, Adam, all men who “dwell on the face

of the earth,” have been begotten and have

descended. Gen. 1:27; 2:7, 15, 17, 22; 5:1;

Acts 17:26.

Article II.

The Fall of Man.

We believe and confess, that, according to

the purport of the Holy Scriptures, our first

parents, Adam and Eve, did not long remain

in the happy state in which they were created;

but did, after being seduced by the deceit and

“subtility” of the serpent, and envy of the

devil, violate the high command of God, and

became disobedient to their Creator; through

which disobedience “sin entered into the

world, and death by sin;” so that “death

passed upon all men, for that all have sinned,”

and thereby incurred the wrath of God and

condemnation. For which reason our first

parents were, by God, driven out of Paradise,

to cultivate the earth, to maintain themselves

thereon in sorrow, and to “eat their bread in

the sweat of their face,” until they “returned
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to the ground, from which they were taken.”

And that they did, therefore, through this one

sin, so far apostatize, depart, and estrange

themselves from God, that they could neither

help themselves, nor be helped by any of their

descendants, nor by angels, nor by any other

creature in heaven or on earth, nor be redeemed

or reconciled to God; but would have had to

be lost forever, had not God, who pitied his

creatures, in mercy, interposed in their behalf,

and made provision for their restoration. Gen.

3:6,23; Rom. 5:12—19; Psalm 17:8,9; Rev.

5: 3; John 3: 16.

Article III.

The Restoration of Man Through the

Promise of the Coming of Christ.

Regarding the restoration of our first par-

ents and their descendants, we believe and

confess: That God, notwithstanding their fall,

transgression and sin, and although they had no

power to help themselves, he was nevertheless

not willing that they should be cast off entirely,

or be eternally lost; but again called them unto

him, comforted them, and showed them that

there were yet means with him for their rec-



— 9 —
onciliation; namely, the immaculate Lamb, the

Son of God; who “was fore-ordained” to this

purpose “before the foundation of the world,”

and who was promised to them and all their

descendants, while they (our first parents) were

yet in paradise, for their comfort, redemption,

and salvation; yea, who was given to them

thenceforward, through faith, as their own;

after which all the pious patriarchs, to whom
this promise was often renewed, longed and

searched, beholding it through faith at a dis-

tance, and expecting its fulfillment—expecting

that he (the Son of God), would, at his coming,

again redeem and deliver the fallen race of man
from their sins, their guilt, and unrighteous-

ness. John 1: 29; 11:27
;
1 Pet. 1: 19; Gen. 3:15;

1 John 2: 1, 2; 3: 8; Gal. 4: 4, 5.

Article IY.

The Advent of Christ into this World,
and the Reason of His Coming.

We believe and confess further: That “when
the fullness of the time was come,” after which

all the pious patriarchs so ardently longed,

and which they so anxiously awaited— the

previously promised Messiah, Redeemer, and
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Savior, proceeded from God, being sent by
him, and, according to the prediction of the

prophets and the testimony of the evangelists,

came into the world, yea, into the flesh, so that

the Word itself thus became flesh and man; and

that he was conceived by the Virgin Mary (who

was espoused to a man named Joseph, of the

house of David), and that she bare him as her

first-born son at Bethlehem, “wrapped him in

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger.”

John 4:25; 16:28; 1 Tim. 3:16; Matt. 1:21;

John 1: 14; Luke 2: 7.

Further, we believe and confess, that this

Is the same One, “whose goings forth have

been from of old, from everlasting;” who has

“neither beginning of days, nor end of life.”

Of whom it is testified, that he is “Alpha and

Omega, the beginning and the end, the first

and the last.” That this is also he—and none

other—who was chosen, promised, and sent

;

who came into the world; and who is God’s only,

first, and proper Son; who was before John the

Baptist, before Abraham, before the world;

yea, who was David’s Lord, and who is God

of the “ whole earth,” “the first-born of every

creature”; who was gent into the world, and
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himself delivered up the body prepared for him

,

as “an offering and a sacrifice to God for a

sweet smelling savor;” yea, for the comfort,

redemption, and salvation of all— of the human

race. Micah 5 : 2; Heb. 7 : 3; Rev. 1 : 8; John

3:16; Rom. 8:32; Col. 1:15; Heb. 10:5.

But how, or in what manner, this worthy

body was prepared, or how the Word became

flesh, and he himself man, we content ourselves

with the declaration which the faithful evan-

gelists have given and left in their description

thereof; according to which we confess with all

the saints, that he is the Son of the living

God, in whom exist all our hope, comfort,

redemption, and salvation, and which we are

to seek in no one else. Luke 1:31—35; John

30:31.

Further, we believe and confess by author-

ity of scripture, that when he had ended his

course, and “finished” the work for which he

was sent into the world, he was, by the provi-

dence of God, delivered into the hands of the

unrighteous; suffered under the governor, Pon-

tius Pilate, was crucified, died, was buried, rose

again from the dead on the third day, and

ascended into heaven, where he now sits at the
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right hand of the Majesty of God on high;”

from whence he will come again to judge the

living and the dead. Luke 23:1; 33:53; 24:5,

6, 51.

Thus we believe the Son of God died

—

“tasted death for every man,” shed his precious

blood, and thereby bruised the head of the

serpent, destroyed the works of the devil,

“blotted out the hand-writing,” and purchased

redemption for the whole human race; and

thus he became the source of eternal salvation

to ail who from the time of Adam to the end

of the world, shall have believed in him, and

obeyed him. Gen. 3: 15; 1 John 3: 8; Col. 2: 14;

Rom. 5: 18.

Article V.

The Law” of Christ, which is the Holy
Gospel, or the New Testament.

We also believe and confess, that Christ,

before his ascension, established and instituted

his New Testament and left it to his followers,

to be and remain an everlasting testament,

which he confirmed and sealed with his own

precious blood; and in which he has so highly

QQmnjepded to them, that neither men npj*
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angels may change it, neither take therefrom

nor add thereto. Jer. 31:31; Heb. 9:15—17;

Matt. 26:28; Gal. 1:8; 1 Tim. 6:3; Rev. 22:18,

19; Matt. 5:18; Luke 21:33.

And that he has caused this Testament (in

which the whole counsel and will of his heavenly

Father, so far as these are necessary to the

salvation of man, are comprehended), to be

proclaimed, in his name, through his beloved

apostles, messengers, and servants (whom he

chose and sent into all the world for this

purpose)— to all nations, people and tongues;

these apostles preaching repentance and remis-

sion of sins; and that he, in said Testament,

caused it to be declared, that all men without

distinction, if they are obedient, through faith,

follow, fulfill and live according to the precepts

of the same, are his children and rightful heirs;

having thus excluded none from the precious

inheritance of eternal salvation, except the

unbelieving and disobedient, the headstrong

and unconverted; who despise such salvation;

and thus by their own actions incur guilt by

refusing the same, and ^ judge themselves

unworthy of everlasting life.” Mark 16 : 15;

Luke 24:46, 47; Rom. 8:17; Act? 13:46.
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Article VI.

Repentance and Amendment of Life.

We believe and confess, that, as the “ imagi-

nation of man's heart is evil from his youth,”

and consequently inclined to all unrighteous-

ness, sin and wickedness, that, therefore, the

first doctrine of the precious New Testament of

the Son of God is, Repentance and amendment

of life. Gen. 8:21; Mark 1:15. Therefore

those who have ears to hear, and hearts to

understand, must “bring forth fruits meet for

repentance,” amend their lives, believe the

gospel, “depart from evil and do good,” desist

from wrong and cease from sinning, “put off

the old man with his deeds, and put on the

new man, which after God is created in

righteousness and true holiness.” For neither

Baptism
,
Sacrament

,
nor Church-Fellowship,

nor any other external ceremony, can, without

faith, the new birth, and a change or renewal

of life, help, or qualify us, that we may please

God, or receive any consolation or promise of

salvation from him. Luke 3:8; Eph. 4:22, 24;

Col. 3:9, 10. But on the contrary, we must go

to God “with a sincere heart in full assurance

of faith,” and believe in Jesus Christ, as the
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scriptures speak and testify of him. Through

which faith we obtain the pardon of our sins,

become sanctified, justified, and children of

God; yea, partakers of his mind, nature and

image, as we are born again of God through

his incorruptible seed from above. Heb. 10:21,

22; John 7:38; 2 Pet. 1:4.

Article VII.

—

Holt Baptism.

Regarding baptism, we confess that all

penitent believers, who through faith, the new

birth and renewal of the Holy Ghost, have

become united with God, and whose names are

recorded in heaven, must, on such scriptural

confession of their faith, and renewal of life,

according to the command and doctrine of

Christ, and the example and custom of the

apostles, be baptized with water in the ever

adorable name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Ghost, to the burying of their

sins, and thus to become incorporated into the

communion of the saints; whereupon they must

learn to observe all things whatever the Son

of God taught, left on record, and commanded

his followers to do. Matt. 3:15; 28:19, 20;

Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 2:38; 8:12,38; 9:19:

10:47; 16' 33; Eon. 6:3, 4; Col. 2:12.
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Article VIII.

The Church of Christ.

We believe in and confess a visible Church

of God, consisting of those, who, as before

remarked, have truly repented, and rightly

believed; who are rightly baptized, united with

God in heaven, and incorporated into the com-

munion of the saints on earth. 1 Cor. 12:13.

And these, we confess, are a “chosen genera-

tion, a royal priesthood, an holy nation,” who
have the testimony that they are the “bride”

of Christ; yea, that they are children and heirs

of eternal life—a “habitation of God through

the Spirit,” built on the foundation of the

apostles and prophets, of which “Christ himself

is the chief corner stone”—the foundation on

which his church is built. John 3:29; Matt.

16:18; Eph. 2:19—21; Tit. 3:7; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19;

2: 9. This church of the living God, which he

has purchased and redeemed through his own

precious blood, and with which he will be

—

according to his own promise—for her comfort

and protection, “always, even unto the end of

the world;” yea, will dwell and walk with

her, and preserve her, that no “winds” nor

“floods,” yea, not even the “gates of hell shall
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prevail against her”—may be known by her

evangelical faith, doctrine, love, and godly con-

versation; also by her pure walk and practice,

and her observance of the true ordinances of

Christ, which he has strictly enjoined on his

followers. Matt. 7:25; 16:18; 28:20: 2 Cor.

6:16.

Article IX.

The Office of Teachers and Ministers

—

Male and Female—in the Church.

Regarding the offices, and election of persons

to the same, in the church, we believe and

confess: That, as the church cannot exist and

prosper, nor continue in its structure, without

offices and regulations, that therefore the Lord

Jesus has himself (as a father in his house),

appointed and prescribed his offices and ordi-

nances, and has given commandments concern-

ing the same, as to how each one should walk

therein, give heed to his own work and

calling, and do it as it becomes him to do.

Eph. 4:11, 12. For he himself, as the faithful

and great Shepherd, and Bishop of our souls,

was sent into the world, not to wound, to break,

or destroy the souls of men, but to heal them;

to seek that which is lost, and to pull down the
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hedges and partition wall, so as to make out of

many one

/

thus collecting out of Jews and

heathen, yea, out of all nations, a church in his

name; for which (so that no one might go

astray or be lost) he laid down his own life,

and thus procured for them salvation, made

them free and redeemed them, to which bless-

ing no one could help them, or be of service in

obtaining it. 1 Pet. 2:25; Matt. 18:11; Eph.

2:13, 14; John 10:9, 11, 15.

And that he, besides this, left his church

before his departure, provided with faithful

ministers, apostles, evangelists, pastors, and

teachers, whom he had chosen by prayer and

supplication through the Holy Spirit, so that

they might govern the church, feed his flock,

watch over, maintain, and care for the same;

yea, do in all things as he left them an example,

taught them, and commanded them to do; and

likewise to teach the church to observe all

things whatsoever he commanded them. Eph.

4: LI; Luke 6:12, 13; 10:1; Matt. 28:20.

Also that the apostles were afterwards, as

faithful followers of Christ and leaders of the

church, diligent in these matters, namely, in

choosing through prayer and suDDlication to
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G^d, brethren who were to provide all the

churches in the cities and circuits, with bishops,

pastors, and leaders, and to ordain to these

offices such men as took “heed unto themselves

and unto the doctrine,” and also unto the flock;

who were sound in the faith, pious in their life

and conversation and who had—as well within

the church as “ without”—a good reputation and

a good report; so that they might be a light and

example in all godliness and good works; might

worthily administer the Lord’s ordinances —
baptism and sacrament—and that they (the

brethren sent by the apostles) might also, at all

places, where such were to be had, appoint

faithful men as elders, who were able to teach

others, confirm them in the name of the Lord

“with the laying on of hands,” and who (the

elders) were to take care of all things of which

the church stood in need; so that they, as faith-

ful servants, might well “occupy” their Lord’s

money, gain thereby, and thus “save themselves

and those who hear them.” 1 Tim. 3:1; 4:11

—

16; Acts 1:23, 24; Tit. 1:5; Luke 19:13.

That they should also take good care (par-

ticularly each one of the charge over which he

had the oversight), that all the circuits should



— 20 —
b© well provided with almoners, who should

have the care and oversight of the poor, and

who were to receive gifts and alms, and again

faithfully to distribute them amongst the poor

saints who were in need, and this in all honesty,

as is becoming. Acts 6: 3—6.

Also that honorable old widows should be

chosen as servants, who, besides the almoners,

are to visit, comfort, and take care of the poor,

the weak, the afflicted, and the needy, as also

to visit, comfort, and take care of widows and

orphans; and further to assist in taking care of

any matters in the church that properly come

within their sphere, according to their best

ability. 1 Tim. 5:9, 10; Rom. 16:1, 2.

And as it further regards the almoners, that

they (particularly if they are fit persons, and

chosen and ordained thereto by the church),

may also in aid and relief of the bishops, exhort

the church (being, as already remarked, chosen

thereto), and thus assist in word and doctrine;

so that each one may serve the other from love,

with the gift which he has received from the

Lord; so that through the common service and

assistance of each member, according to his

ability, the body of Christ may be edified, and
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the Lord’s vineyard and church be preserved in

its growth and structure. 2 Tim. 2:2.

Article X.

The Lord’s Supper.

We also believe in and observe the breaking

of bread, or the Lord’s Supper, as the Lord

Jesus instituted the same (with bread and wine)

before his sufferings, and also observed and ate

it with the apostles, and also commanded it to

be observed to his remembrance, as also the

apostles subsequently taught and observed the

same in the church, and commanded it to be ob-

served by believers in commemoration of the

death and sufferings of the Lord—the breaking

of his worthy body and the shedding of his pre-

cious blood—for the whole human race. So is

the observance of this sacrament also to remind

us of the benefit of the said death and sufferings

of Christ, namely, the redemption and eternal

salvation which he purchased thereby, and the

great love thus shown to sinful man; whereby

we are earnestly exhorted also to love one

another —to love our neighbor —to forgive and

absolve him—even as Christ has done unto us—
and also to endeavor to maintain and keep



— 22 —
alive the union and communion which we have

with God, and amongst one another; which is

thus shown and represented to us by the

aforesaid breaking of bread. Matt. 26:26;

Mark 14:22; Luke 22:19; Acts 2:42, 46; 1 Cor.

10:16; 11:23—26.

Article XI.

The Washing of the Saints’ Feet.

We also confess a washing of the feet of the

saints, as the Lord Jesus did not only institute

and command the same, but did also himself

wash the feet of the apostles, although he was

their Lord and master; thereby giving an ex-

ample that they also should wash one another’s

feet, and thus do to one another as he did to

them; which they also afterwards taught be-

lievers to observe, and all this as a sign of true

humiliation; but yet more particularly as a sign

to remind us of the true washing—the washing

and purification of the soul in the blood of

Christ. John 13:4—17; 1 Tim. 5:10.

Article XII.

Matrimony.

W e also confess that there is in the church

of God an “honorable” state of matrimony
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between two believers of the different sexes,

as God first instituted the same in paradise

between Adam and Eve, and as the Lord Jesus

reformed it by removing all abuses which had

crept into it, and restoring it to its first order.

Gen. 1:27; 2:18, 22, 21.

In this manner the apostle Paul also taught

and permitted matrimony in the church, leaving

it to each one’s own choice to enter into matri-

mony with any person who would unite with

him in such state, provided that it was done

“in the Lord,” according to the primitive

order; the words “in the Lord,” to be under-

stood, according to our opinion, that just* as

the patriarchs had to marry amongst their own
kindred or generation, so there is also no other

liberty allowed to believers under the New Tes-

tament Dispensation, than to marry amongst the

“chosen generation,” or the spiritual kindred

of Christ; that is, to such—and none others

—

as are already, previous to their marriage,

united to the church in heart and soul, have

received the same baptism, belong to the same

church, are of the same faith and doctrine, and

lead the same course of life, with themselves.

1 Cor. 7; 9:5; Gen. 21:1, 28:6; Num. 36:6—9.
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Such are then, as already remarked, united by

God and the church according to the primitive

order, and this is then called, “Marrying in

the Lord. ” 1 Cor. 7 : 39.

Article XIII.

The Office of Civil Government.

We also believe and confess, that God has

instituted civil government, for the punishment

of the wicked and the protection of the pious;

and also farther, for the purpose of governing

the world—governing countries and cities; and

also to preserve its subjects in good order and

under good regulations. Wherefore we are not

permitted to despise, blaspheme, or resist the

same; but are to acknowledge it as a minister

of God and be subject and obedient to it, in

all things that do not militate against the law,

will, and commandments of God; yea, “to be

ready to every good work;” also faithfully to

pay it custom, tax^ and tribute; thus giving it

what is its due; as Jesus Christ taught, did

himself, and commanded his followers to do.

That we are also to pray to the Lord earnestly

for the government^ and its welfare, and in

behalf of our country, so that we may live
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under its protection, maintain ourselves, and

“lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness

and honesty.” And further, that the Lord

would recompense them (our rulers), here and

in eternity, for all the benefits, liberties, and

favors which we enjoy under their laudable

administration. Rom. 13:1—7; Tit. 3:1, 2; 1

Pet. 2:17; Matt. 17:27; 22:21; 1 Tim. 2:1, 2.

Article XIV.

Defense by Force.

Regarding revenge, whereby we resist our

enemies with the sword, we believe and confess

that the Lord Jesus has forbidden his disciples

and followers all revenge and resistance, and

has thereby commanded them not to “return

evil for evil, nor railing for railing;” but to

“put up the sword into the sheath,” or, as the

prophets foretold, “beat them into plough-

shares.” Matt. 5:39, 44; Rom. 12:14: 1 Pet.

3:9; Isaiah 2:4; Micah 4:3,

From this we see, that, according to the ex-

ample, life, and doctrine of Christ, we are not

to do wrong, or cause offense or vexation to any

one; but to seek the welfare and salvation of all

men; also, if necessity should require it, to flee,
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for the Lord’s sake, from one city or country to

another, and suffer the “spoiling of our goods,”

rather than give occasion of offense to any one;

and if we are struck on our “right cheek,

rather to turn the other also,” than revenge

ourselves, or return the blow. Matt. 5:39;

10:23; Rom. 12:19.

And that we are, besides this, also to pray

for our enemies, comfort and feed them, when

they are hungry or thirsty, and thus by well-

doing convince them and overcome the evil

with good. Rom. 12:20, 21.

Finally, that we are to do good in all re-

spects, “ commending ourselves to every man’s

conscience in the sight of God,” and according

to the law of Christ, do nothing to others that

we would not wish them to do unto us. 2 Cor.

1:2; Matt. 7:12; Luke 6:31.

Article XV.

The Swearing of Oaths.

Regarding the swearing of oaths, we believe

and confess, that the Lord Jesus has dissuaded

his followers from and forbidden them the same;

that is, that he commanded them to “swear not

at all;” but that their “Yea” should be “yea,”
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and their “ Nay, nay.” From which we under-

stand that all oaths, high and low, are forbidden;

and that instead of them we are to confirm all

our promises and covenants, declarations and

testimonies of all matters, merely with “Yea
that is yea,” and “Nay that is nay;” and that

we are to perform and fulfill at all times, and in

all things, to every one, every promise and ob-

ligation to which we thus affirm, as faithfully as

if we had confirmed it with the most solemn

oath. And if we thus do, we have the confi-

dence that no one—not even the government

itself—will have just cause to require more of

us. Matt. 5:34—37; James 5:12; 2 Cor. 1:17.

Article XVI.

Excommunication or Expulsion from the

Church.

We also believe in and acknowledge the ban,

or excommunication, a separation or spiritual

punishment by the church, for the amendment,

and not for the destruction, of offenders;

so that what is pure may be separated from

that which is impure. That is, if a person,

after having been enlightened, and received the

knowledge of the truth, and has been received
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into the communion of the saints, does willfully,

or out of presumption, sin against God, or

commit some other “sin unto death,” thereby

falling into such unfruitful works of darkness,

that he becomes separated from God, and is

debarred from his kingdom—that such an one

—

when his works are become manifest, and suf-

ficiently known to the church—cannot remain in

the “ congregation of the righteous;” but must,

as an offensive member and open sinner, be

excluded from the church, “rebuked before all,”

and “purged out as a leaven,” and thus remain

until his amendment, as an example and warning

to others, and also that the church may be kept

pure from such “spots” and “ blemishes;” so

that not for the want of this, the name of the

Lord be blasphemed, the church dishonored,

and a stumbling-block thrown in the way of

those “without,” and finally, that the offender

may not be condemned with the world, but that

he may again be convinced of the error of his

ways, and brought to repentance and amend-

ment of life. Isaiah 59:2; 1 Cor, 5:5, 6, 12;

1 Tim. 5:20; 2 Cor. 13:10.

Regarding the brotherly admonition, as also

the instruction of the erring, we are to “give
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all diligence ” to watch over them, and exhort

them in all meekness to the amendment of their

ways (James 5: 19, 20); and in case any should

remain obstinate and unconverted, to reprove

them as the case may require. In short, the

church must “put away from among herself

him that is wicked,” whether it be in doctrine

or life.

Article XVII.

The Shunning of Those Who are

Expelled.

As regards the withdrawing from, or the

shunning of, those who are expelled, we believe

and confess, that if any one, whether it be

through a wicked life or perverse doctrine—is

so far fallen as to be separated from God, and

consequently rebuked by, and expelled from,

the church, he must also, according to the

doctrine of Christ and his apostles, be shunned

and avoided by all the members of the church

(particularly by those to whom his misdeeds are

known), whether it bo in eating or drinking, or

other such like social matters. In short, that

we are to have nothing to do with him; so that

we may not become defiled by intercourse with

him, and partakers of his sins; but that he may
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be made ashamed, be affected in his mind, con-

vinced in his conscience, and thereby induced

to amend his ways. 1 Cor. 5:9—11; Rom.

16:17; 2 Thess. 3:14; Tit. 3:10.

That nevertheless, as well in shunning as in

reproving such offender, such moderation and

Christian discretion be used, that such shunning

and reproof may not be conducive to his ruin,

but be serviceable to his amendment. For

should he be in need, hungry, thirsty, naked,

sick or visited by some other affliction, we are

in duty bound, according to the doctrine and

practice of Christ and his apostles, to render

him aid and assistance, as necessity may require;

otherwise the shunning of him might be rather

conducive to his ruin than to his amendment.

1 Thess. 5:14.

Therefore we must not treat such offenders

as enemies, but exhort them as brethren, in

order thereby to bring them to a knowledge of

their sins and to repentance; so that they may

again become reconciled to God and the church,

and be received and admitted into the same

—

thus exercising love towards them, as is becom-

ing. 2 Thess. 3:15.
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Article XVIII.

The Resurrection of the Dead and the

Last Judgment.

Regarding the resurrection of the dead, we

confess with the mouth, and believe with the

heart, that according to the scriptures— all men
who shall have died or “fallen asleep,” will

—

through the incomprehensible power of God

—

at the day of judgment, be “raised up” and

made alive; and that these, together with all

those who then remain alive, and who shall be

“changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an

eye, at the last trump,” shall “appear before

the judgment-seat of Christ,” where the good

shall be separated from the evil, and where
“ every one shall receive the things done in his

body, according to that he hath done, whether

it be good or bad;” and that the good or pious

shall then further, as the blessed of their

Father, be received by Christ into eternal life,

where they shall receive that joy which “eye

hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath entered

into the heart of man.” Yea, where they shall

reign and triumph with Christ forever and

ever. Matt. 22:30, 31; 25:31; Dan 12:2; Job

19:25, 26; John 5:28, 29; 1 Cor. 15; lThess.4:13,
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And that, on the contrary, the wicked or

impious, shall, as the accursed of God, be cast

into “ outer darkness;” yea, into eternal, hellish

torments; u where their worm dieth not, and

the fire is not quenched;” and where—according

to Holy Scripture—they can expect no comfort

nor redemption throughout eternity. Isaiah

66:24; Matt. 25:46; Mark 9:46; Key. 14:11.

May the Lord through his grace make us all

fit and worthy, that no such calamity may befall

any of us; but that we may be diligent, and so

take heed to ourselves, that we may be found of

him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

Amen.

Now these are, as before mentioned, the

chief articles of our general Christian Faith,

which we everywhere teach in our congrega-
tions and families, and according to which we
profess to live; and which, according to our
convictions, contain the only true Christian

Faith, which the apostles in their time believed

and taught; yea, which they testified to by their

lives and confirmed by their deaths; in which
we wih also, according to our weakness, gladly

abide, live, and die, that at last, together with

the apostles and all the pious we may obtain

the salvation of our souls through the grace of

God.
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Thus were the foregoing articles of faith

adopted and concluded by our united churches

in the city of Dort, in Holland, on the 21st day

of April, in the year of our Lord 1632, and

signed by the following ministers and teachers.

Dort.

Isaac Koenig,

Joharnn Cobryssen, .

Jan Jacobs,

Jacuis Terwen,

Claes Dirksen,

Mels Gysbaerts,

Adrian Cornelis.

Flissingen.

Dillaert Willeborts,

Jacob Pennen,

Lieven Marymehr.

Amsterdam.

Tobias Goverts,

Peter Jansen Mayer,
Abram Dirks,

David ter Haer,

Peter Jan von Zingel.

Harlem.
John Doom,
Peter Gryspeer,

Dirk WoutersKolenkamp,
Peter Joosten.

Bommel.

Wilhelm Jan von Exselt,

Gispert Bpiering.

Rotterdam.

Balten Centen Schumacher,
Michael Michiels,

Israel von Halraael,

Heinrich Dirkse Apeldoren,

Andreas Lucken.

Schiedam.

Cornelis Bom,
Lambrecht Paeldink.

Middleburg. Leyden.

Bastian Willemsen, Christian de Kopink,

Jan Winkelmans. Jan Weyns.
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BlOCKZYL.

Claes Claesson,

Peter Peterson.

Ziriczee.

Anton Cornells,

Peter Jan Zimmerman.

Utbecht.

Herman Refers,

Jan Heinrich Hochfeld,

Daniel Horens,

Abraham Spronk,

Wilhelm von Brock-

huysen.

Creveldt.

Herman op den Graff,

Wilhelm Kreynen.

Zealand.

Cornells de Moir,

Isaac Claes.

Gorcum.

Jacob von Sebrecht,

Jan J. von Kruysen.

Arnheim.

Cornells Jans,

Dirk Renderson.

From the Upper Country.

Peter von Borsel, Anton Hans.

Besides this confession being adopted by so

many churches, and signed by their ministers,

all the churches in Alsace and Germany after-

wards adopted it unanimously. Wherefore it

was translated from the Holland into the lan-

guages of these countries—into French and

German—for the use of the churches there, and

for others, of which this may serve as a notice.
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The following attestation was signed by the breth-

ren in Alsace, who examined this confession and

adopted it as their own.

We, the undersigned, ministers of the word of

God, and elders of the church in Alsace, hereby de-

clare and make known, that being assembled this 4th

of Feb. in the year of our Lord 1660, at Ohnenheim, on

account of the Confession of Faith, which was adopted

at the Peace Convention in the city of Dort, on the

21st day of April in the year 1632; and having exam-

ined the same, and found it, according to our judg-

ment, in agreement with the word of God, we have

entirely adopted it as our own. Which we, in testi-

mony of the truth, and a firm faith, have signed with

our own hands, as follows:

MINISTERS.

Magenheim.

ELDERS.

Markirch.
John Miller.

Heidelheim.
John Ringer.

Baldenheim.
Jacob Schebly.

ISENHEIM.

Henry Schneider.

Kunenheim.
Rudolph Egli.

Markirch.
Adolph Schmidt.

Jacob Schmidt,

Bertram Habich.

Ohnenheim.
Ulrich Husser,

Jacob Gochnauer.

Jepsenheim.
John Rudolph Bumen.

DUERRSANZENHEIMi
Jacob Schneider.

Kunenheim.
Henry Frick.



Postscript to the Foregoing 18 Articles.

From an authentic circular letter of the year 1557,
from the Highland to Uie Netherland churches, it

appears that from the Eyfelt to Moravia there were
50 churches, of which some consisted of from 500 to
600 brethren. And that there were about that time,
at a conference at Strasburg, about 50 preachers and
elders present, who discoursed about matters concern-
ing the welfare of the churches.

These leaders of the non-resistant Christians en-
deavored earnestly to propagate the truth; so that like

a “grain of mustard seed,” of small beginning, it

grew against all bloody persecution, to the height in
which it is to be seen in so many large churches in
Germany, Prussia, the Principality of Cleves, &c

,
and

particularly in the United Netherlands.

But finally, alas! there arose disunion amongst
them about matters of faith, which so deeply grieved
the peaceably disposed amongst them, that they not
only thought about means to heal the schism, and
restore union, but did also take the matter in hand,
and concluded at Cologne, in the year 1591, a laudable
peace between the Highland and Netherland churches.
Still the schism was not fully healed. Consequently
in the years 1628 and 1630, it was deemed necessary at
a certain conference, by some lovers of peace to ap-
point another conference, in order to see whether they
could come to an understanding, and the schism be
fully healed. Consequently, in order to attain this
object in the most effectual manner, there assembled
at Dort, from many of the churches in Holland, on
the 21st of April, 16S2, fifty-one ministers of the word
of God, appointed for said purpose; who deemed it

advisable that a scriptural confession of faith should
be drawn up, to which all parties should adhere,
and on which this peace convention and the in-

tended union should be founded and built. Which
was then accordingly drawn up, publicly adopted,
confirmed, signed, the so much wished for peace
obtained, and the light again put on the candlestick,
to the honor of the non-resistant Christianity.



Constitution and Bylaws
; v

Article I. Name

This Conference shall be known as the Franconia

Mennonite Conference.

Article II. Object

The object of this conference shall be to consider

questions relative to the work of the Church, and

to provide opportunity for all ordained men to

become familiar with the current issues of the day

which affect the church, thereby making it pos-

sible to adopt such measures as will advance the

cause of Christ, continue the doctrine of the Gospel

and Evangelical Rules of the Mennonite Church,

thus preserving the unity of the body and general

welfare of the Church.

Article III. Conference Members

1. All bishops, ministers, and deacons who are

duly ordained and recognized by their respective

congregations in this District and by Conference

shall be considered members of this Conference.

2. Each member of Conference shall have one

vote.
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3. Two-thirds of the members of Conference

present shall constitute a quorum to do business at

regular or special sessions.

• Article IV. Officers

1. The officers of this Conference shall consist

of a moderator, an assistant moderator, a secre-

tary, an assistant secretary, and a treasurer. The

moderator and assistant moderator shall in all

cases be bishops.

2. These officers shall be elected by Conference

and shall hold office for two years or until their

successors are elected. All officers shall assume

the duties of their office at the close of the session

at which they are elected.

3. The bishops shall constitute an Executive

Committee which shall have the general super-

vision of the Conference work. The Executive

Committee shall act for Conference in case of

emergency between sessions.

Article V. Duties of Officers

1. The moderator shall preside over the Con-

ference when in session, and shall perform all

duties specified or implied in this constitution,

pertaining to his office. He is ex-officio chairman

of the Executive Committee.
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2. The assistant moderator shall assist the mod-

erator in his duties, serve as moderator by request

of the moderator, in the absence of said official,

and in case of the death or removal of the moder-

ator, shall fill the unexpired term.

3. The secretary shall keep an accurate record

of the proceedings of Conference and submit a

report of the same at each regular session of Con-

ference.' He shall also serve as secretary of the

Executive Committee and shall perform such

other duties as usually pertain to the office of

Secretary.

4. The assistant secretary shall assist the sec-

retary in the duties of his office, serve as secretary

in the absence of said official, and in case of the

death or removal of the secretary, shall fill the un-

expired term.

5. The treasurer shall receive and hold all funds

belonging to the Conference and shall pay out the

same upon order of the secretary, countersigned

by the moderator. He shall keep a correct account

of all money received and expended and shall

submit a report of same at each regular meeting

of Conference.

Article VI. Committees

All committees whose appointment is not other-

wise provided for in this Constitution or by Con-
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ference, shall be appointed by the moderator and

approved by Conference or by its Executive Com-

mittee. Each committee shall serve for one year,

unless Conference directs otherwise.

Article VII. Questions and Decisions

1. All questions for conference consideration

shall be presented in person or in writing to the

Executive Committee at or before the regular

meeting preceding Conference.

2. When the Executive Committee agrees to

present a matter before Conference, and the matter

is not understood by any member of Conference,

he is privileged to make inquiry, and take part in

discussing the matter in question. All issues

presented to Conference shall be by Agreement

of Executive Committee.

3. A two-third vote of Conference is required

to decide any question.

Article VIII. Affiliation

1. This Conference recognizes as Sister Con-

ference those bodies of like Faith and Practice,

and who with us hold to the Eighteen Articles of

the Dortrecht Confession of Faith.

2. This Conference shall have the power at

any time to establish or to recognize other congre-
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gations or bishop districts, which shall be under

the direction of this Conference.

Article IX Meetings

1. This Conference shall meet semi-annually on

the first Thursday of May and the First Thursday

of October.

2. Executive Committee shall meet on the

Thursday previous to each regular session of Con-

ference to arrange the order of business and to

make such other preparation for the Conference

as may be necessary.

3. Special sessions of Conference may be held

at the call of the Executive Committee.

4. Unless otherwise officially provided for, the

following shall be the order of Conference pro-

cedure :

(a) Devotion

(b) Roll Call

(c) Reading and approving minutes

(d) Reception of new members

(e) Conference Sermon

(f) Testimonies

(g) Reports

(h) Consideration of questions

(i) Appointment of Committees

(j) Miscellaneous business
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(k) Election of officers

(l) Adjournment

Article X. Revision and Amendments

This Constitution and the following Rules and

Discipline may be revised or amended without

prior notice of such proposed amendment or re-

vision, by the unanimous vote of Conference after

a full and fair consideration of the proposed re-

vision or amendments; or by a two-third vote of

Conference, provided that notice of each proposed

amendment or revision be made at least thirty

days previous to the time of meeting.



Rules and Discipline

I. The Ministry

1. Ordination. This Conference believes in

the method of selecting and ordaining church

officials used by the Apostolic Church according

to Acts 1 : 15-26. Hence bishops, ministers, and

deacons are chosen by voting and the casting of

lots in case two or more brethren are voted for.

2. The Executive Committee of Conference to-

gether with the Executive Committee of the Mis-

sion Board and Field Workers are authorized

to select for ordination qualified brethren for the

ministry, to serve as Mission Pastors, when the

need arises.

3. Qualification sermons shall be preached be-

fore taking steps toward ordination. The Execu-

tive Committee of Conference has charge of all

ordinations and has the right to reject votes that

are out of harmony with Bible Requisites
;
namely,

I Tim. 1:1-13; II Tim. 2:2; Titus 1:6-9. Nomi-

nees shall be examined and instructed before the

ordination. Ordinations may be performed be-

tween Conference sessions if the need arises.



II. Duties

1. Bishop. It is the duty of the bishop, besides

the ordinary work of the ministry, to instruct,

baptize, and receive into the church penitent be-

lievers
;
to hold communion and feet-washing serv-

ices; officiate in marriage ceremonies and anoint-

ing services; to excommunicate according to the

Word and discipline of the church the disobedient

and to have the general oversight of the church,

I Peter 5:1-5; including counselling and super-

vising the ministers in their pastoral and church

responsibilities.

2. Ministers. It is the duty of the minister

to preach the Word first in the home congregation,

second away from home when opportunity affords

;

also to do pastoral work among the membership

of the home congregation. He may, by authori-

zation of the bishop, perform the duties usually

assigned to the bishop. II Tim. 4:1, 2; Titus 2:1.

3. Deacons. It is the duty of the deacon to dis-

tribute to the needs of the poor from funds pro-

vided for that purpose, Gal. 6:10, and to investi-

gate difficulties that may appear in the Church,

and if possible to bring about peace ; to assist the

bishops in the administration of the Church Ordi-

nances
;
and to assist the minister in his duties.
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4. Safeguards. The duty of safeguarding our

doctrines and our pulpits relative to visiting min-

isters is left to the Executive Committee. This

includes brethren who leave this Conference dis-

trict and are ordained elsewhere.

5. Change of Location. A bishop, minister, or

deacon desiring to leave his congregation and lo-

cate elsewhere shall first obtain the consent of

Conference and of his congregation, also the con-

sent of the Conference and congregation where he

expects to locate.

III. Members

1. Members individually should be loyal to the

doctrines of the Bible as interpreted by the church

;

support the church and her doctrines by example,

by word, and by other means
;
take advantage of

the means of grace, such as regular attendance

at the various meetings, daily prayer and Bible

study, etc. Acts 2 :42 ;
Heb. 10 :25. Members

should arrange their affairs in such a manner as

will enable them to observe the Lord’s Day as a

day of worship and of religious service and spir-

itual upbuilding. I Peter 2:15.

2. Conference disapproves of buying and selling

and unnecessary work on Sunday. Members hav-

ing business establishments should have them

closed on that day. Ministers are asked to pro-

test against all Sunday desecratipp.
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3. It is advised that each congregation have a

definite understanding as to its membership, and

that a record of members be kept by the ministry

in charge.

IV. Ordinances

We recognize as Ordinances those established

practices of the Church sanctioned or ordained by

Christ and the apostles for the benefit of the

believer, believing that they are to be observed

literally and in keeping with the spirit of the

Gospel. I Cor. 1 1 :2.

1. Baptism. Baptism shall be administered by

pouring upon confession of faith, and evidence of

spiritual life. Matt. 3:11; Acts 1:5; 2:1-21; 10 :

44-48 ; 11 :15, 16; I Peter 3:21; 1 :23 ;
Acts 2 :38

;

8:37; Mark 16:16.

2. Communion. Only those whose faith and

practice are in harmony with the doctrines and

teachings of Christ and the church shall be per-

mitted to participate in the Communion service.

I Cor. 10:15-22; 5:11.

3. Feet Washing. Feet washing as practiced

and commanded by Christ shall be observed by be-

lievers in connection with the Communion service.

John 13:1-17.

4. Women's Veiling. Our sisters shall wear

the devotional covering, consistently, and regularly
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in prayer, prophesying, or religious teaching at

home or elsewhere. The covering shall be made

of consistent material conforming in shape to the

form adopted by the Church. I Cor. 11 :16; 14:3.

5. Salutation of the Holy Kiss. The salu-

tation of the Holy Kiss should be observed and

practiced by believers, brethren among brethren

and sisters among sisters, as an expression of

“fervent charity.” I Peter 4:8; Romans 16:16;

I Cor. 16:20; II Cor. 13:12; I Thess. 5:26; I

Peter 5 :14.

6. Anointing with Oil. This ordinance
should be administered in connection with the

prayer of faith when called for by believers. James

5:13-18.

7. Marriage.

(1) This is an ordinance ordained of God and

sanctioned by Christ. Mark 10:7-9.

(2) It should be “only in the Lord,” which re-

quires that it be entered into between believers.

I Cor. 7:39.

(3) Consistency requires that this relationship

be entered into between those of the same denomi-

nation. Any of our members who violate this

principle are required to make an acknowledg-

ment.

(4) Separation is forbidden except for cause

given in Matt. 5:31, 32; 19:9; I Cor. 7:12-16.
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(5) Separated persons may not remarry as

long as their former companion lives. Rom. 7:1-3;

I Cor. 7:39.

(6) Divorced persons having married or one

married to a divorced person may not be received

into the church as long as their former companion

is living unless by living separate. I Cor. 7:11.

(7) Ministers shall not officiate in marriages

contrary to the rules herein set forth.

V. Meetings

1. Sunday Schools.

(1) The Sunday school shall be under the

supervision of Conference. In the Sunday school

where the voting method is used, it is recommended

that the local body of ordained brethren, together

with a lay member be the nominating committee

to present the nominees to be voted for by the

Sunday school.

(2) Those who have charge of Sunday schools

should exercise great care in selecting teachers

who are good examples and who teach the truth

of God’s Word as understood by our church. II

Tim. 4:3,4.

2. Special Meetings. Special meetings are

granted such as Evangelistic Meetings, Street

Meetings, and Young People’s Bible Meetings,
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/ Bible Instruction Meetings, Bible Study Classes,

Prayer Meetings, Sunday School Meetings, and

Song Services, etc. The local bishop is responsi-

ble for the instructors and the instructions.

3. Special Singing. Conference grants special

singing in our homes, sick rooms, social gatherings,

institutions such as hospitals, charitable homes,

jails, also for spreading the gospel in street meet-

ings; and in Young People’s Bible Meetings and

Special Song Services in those congregations,

where they together with the bishop and ministry

are in favor, with the provision that dress require-

ments and church loyalty are evidenced by those

participating.

4. Counsel or Inquiry Meetings. These meet-

ings are to be held prior to Communion to find

the member’s relation to God and to his fellow

man. At this meeting the Conference discipline

is to be read.

5. Preparatory Services. All members are ex-

pected to be present at this meeting and take part

in the ordinance of Feet Washing.

6. Communion

(1) Members who absent themselves from

Communion two times shall be visited and if

negligence persists, they forfeit their membership.



— 50—
(2) When two members take Communion to-

gether and afterwards one brings complaint against

the other of something that knowingly happened

previous to the Communion, he is required to #

make a confession together with the other member.

VI. Doctrinal Teaching

1. This Conference feels the necessity of urging

the leaders of the church to teach Christ and His

Doctrine, the new birth, separation from the world,

nonresistance and other essentials relative to the

welfare of the church and not speculate on un-

filled prophecy as the doctrine of a Millennium.

2. We believe in the keeping power of God,

offering Christian Assurance on condition of an

enduring faith, but the doctrine of Eternal Secur-

ity, that is once in grace always in grace, is un-

scriptural and dangerous in its effects, and is not

to be taught. The Bible speaks plainly that born-

again men filled with the Holy Ghost, may de-

part from the faith by living after the flesh and

be eternally lost. Acts 1:25; Rom. 8:13; I Cor.

9:25-27; Heb. 6:4-6; I Tim. 1:19-20; Rev.

2:5; 3:5; II Pet. 2:20-22; John 8:31.

VII. Nonconformity

1. Our Conversation. Members should re-

frain from jesting or foolish and vulgar talking of
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any kind, but rather use their conversational

powers for the spiritual upbuilding of those about

them. Prov. 18:7; Eph. 5:4; II Tim. 2:16; Eph.

1 :29.

( 1 ) Members are admonished to act according to

Matt. 18:15, in reference to their conversation,

when a brother or sister is overtaken in a fault,

and not carry it out into the world, or talk about it

in a gossiping way. Gal. 6:1.

2. Business Affairs. Members should re-

frain from engaging in such business or occupations

and practices as will make it necessary for them to

violate the principles of the Scriptures.

3. Social Activities. We warn members

against the indulgence in any form of entertain-

ment or amusement including Sunday ball games

and the like, that is inconsistent with our faith

and practice. Patronizing or taking part in fairs,

movies, theatres, regularly organized contesting

ball teams, dancing, card parties, carnal shows,

and such like are not permitted.

4. Attire. The Bible teaching is clear on the

manner of dress for Christians. Plain teaching is

given in I Tim. 2:9 and I Pet. 3:3 that modest

apparel is to be worn. Isa. 3 :16-24 and Jer. 4:30,

31 clearly condemn immodest clothing and the use
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of make-up. Pride, which is often manifested in

dress is condemned in Scripture such as Prov.

16:18; James 4:6; Ezek. 16:49. Separation is

definitely taught in Jno. 17:14-16; Rom. 12:2;

II Cor. 6:14-18; James 1 :27. Christians are taught

not to love the world in James 4 :4 and I Jno.

2:15-17. Deut. 22:5 teaches that sex distinction

is necessary in dress.

The above-named Biblical principles make it

necessary for the Christian Church to speak on the

subject of attire and to set standards for her

members to give the proper expression to the

world, that we do not belong to them, but to the

people of God. Therefore the church has adopted

in the past the following named standards

:

For brethren, the plain cut coat, without the

neck-tie, and the plain hat, and black shoes. All

brethren are encouraged to adopt this standard.

For sisters, long hair without any cutting and

combed becomingly. A prayer head veiling which

covers according to I Cor. 11, should be worn

at all times. The stiff bonnet, which is the only

suitable protection covering to go with the prayer

head veiling, is the acceptable headgear. The cape-

dress which is made modestly and long enough

to go well below the knees is the standard, with

black shoes and stockings. All sisters are en-

couraged to adopt this standard.
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The following are prohibited for brethren : Im-

modest clothing which does not cover the body,

together with worldliness and jewelry of all kinds.

The following are prohibited for sisters: Cut-

ting, waving and fashionable combing of the hair.

Wearing of bandannas, soft-turban type headgear,

hats or other fashionable headgear (except plain

warm headgear for extremely cold weather). Im-

modest dresses with low-cut necks, short sleeves

and short skirts. Wearing of anklets, going with-

out stockings, or wearing of shoes with openings

at toes and heels. Wearing men’s clothing of any

type. Jewelry of all types including wedding rings.

Make-up, lipstick and nail polish.

5. Intemperance.

(1) We believe that the enslaving character of

the tobacco habit makes its use unworthy of a

Christian. I Cor. 6:12. Therefore we earnestly

protest against the use of tobacco in any form and

are looking forward to the time when our entire

membership shall be free from its use, urging that

there be intelligent teaching concerning its evil

influences and effects, and directing that hence-

forth no one be considered for the ministry who is

addicted to its use and that this also be taken into

consideration when filling other positions of re-

sponsibility in the Church.
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(2) Any member guilty of patronizing saloons,

engaging in the sale of liquor, signing petitions

in favor of saloons, or violating any state or federal

prohibition law shall be placed under church cen-

sure. Gal. 5:21; Prov. 23:29-36; Rom. 13:1-5;

I Peter 2:13, 14.

6. Funerals. We recommend that funerals be

held on week days instead of Sundays if possible

;

flowers and decorations shall be omitted
;
the dead

should be clothed in white; and congregational

singing is encouraged.

7. Extravagance. Extravagance in any form

is not consistent with the teaching of the Scrip-

tures. Therefore we urge that our members re-

frain from useless and wasteful expenditures of

money in their homes, on their persons, in their

automobiles, and in their general standards of

living
;
and recommend that in all things they seek

to give a good account of their stewardship as

faithful servants of Christ. Luke 16:19.

8. Radio. We as a conference, protest against

the evils of the radio. Preachers should not

remain silent, but condemn the worldly, fool-

ish as well as the heretical doctrines on the air and

often tuned in by so called Christian people. Mem-
bers are not to broadcast. Television is prohibited.
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VIII. Nonresistance

1. As Individuals. The Bible teaches us to be

peaceful and inoffensive under all circumstances.

Col. 3:18-24; Eph. 4:3; Rom. 12:18.

2. Carnal Warfare. God’s Word teaches that

they who belong to the Kingdom of Christ do not

grasp carnal weapons for offensive and defensive

warfare. Hence our brethren shall not engage

in military training of any kind, whether it be

associated with academic training in schools of

higher education or elsewhere, nor in military

service whether as combatants or noncombatants.

Matt. 5:38-48; Luke 3:14; John 18:36; Rom. 12:

17-21; II Cor. 6:14; I Cor. 10:3,4; I Thess.

5:15; I Peter 2:21-23; 3:9.

3. Further, we endorse the statement, “Peace,

War and Military Service” adopted by the Men-

nonite General Conference in 1937.

4. Worldly Offices. Members shall refrain

from participating in political matters, and from

holding offices in which it is necessary to take

or administer an oath, or to use carnal force in

maintaining order or any office which is usually

secured through the agency of a political party.

It is advisable to abstain from voting. Matt. 5

:

33-37; 26:52; II Cor. 6:14.
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5. Lawsuits. Members shall not become aggres-

sive parties to a lawsuit
;
it is enjoined upon Chris-

tians to suffer rather than resort to litigation.

Matt. 5:40; Rom. 12:17-21
;
I Cor. 6:1-8; I Peter

2:20-23.

IX. Separation

1. Swearing of Oaths. The swearing of oaths

is absolutely forbidden in Matt. 5 :33-37
;
James

5:12; In appearing before magistrates or in

signing legal documents we shall affirm to our

testimonies, which privilege is accorded us by law.

2. Secret Orders. Brethren and sisters shall

not hold membership in secret societies, fraternal

orders and kindred worldly associations including

social and sports clubs.

3. Life Insurance. Members shall not carry

Life Insurance nor invest money in Life Insurance

policies or hold automobile insurance containing

personal injury or death benefits to the policy-

holder. Ps. 118:8; Jer. 49:11
;
II Cor. 6:14-18.

4. Labor Unions. Our position in reference to

labor unions to maintain the Biblical principles of

nonconformity and nonresistance is as follows;

Our members are not permitted to become mem-
bers of labor unions

;
further no signature, no dues,

no deductions of wages and no union relationship

is allowed where the union is benefited.
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We endorse the statement “Industrial Organi-

zations” adopted by the Mennonite General Con-

ference 1941.

5. Worldly Associations. That members re-

frain from uniting and working with Breeders,

Poultry, Milk or like associations.

X. Conclusion

1. This pamphet does not contain all the de-

cisions enacted by our Conference. All actions are

recorded in the Conference Secretary’s Minute

Book. For further information consult the Word
of God, our Confession of Faith, and the leaders of

the church.

2. This Conference desires td continue in the

nonresistant and simple faith of Christ. Matt. 5 :39.
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